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[57] ABSTRACT 


A floatable ground effect vehicle is provided with at 
least one wing arrangement, at least one thrust genera- 
tor (10) seated in front of the wing arrangement and at 
least one airflow duct (14) from the thrust generator 
(10) which can be directed under the wing arrangement. 
So that the ground effect vehicle can also be designed 
for a larger number of passengers, the central region of 
the vehicle is designed as an elongated cabin (2) which 
is seated on a boat-type float or is itself design as the 
boat hull. Stub wings (3) arranged on both sides and 
distributed at equal distances are provided over the 
length of the passenger cabin (2), the stub wings enclos- 
ing a static pressure build-up space on their lower sur- 
face. At least one separate thrust generator (10) is in- 
stalled in front of at least some stub wings (3), the thrust 
generator being connected or connectable to the re- 
spective static pressure build-up space by means of an 
airflow duct (14). 
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GROUND EFFECT VEHICLE 


This is a continuation of copending application(s) Ser. 
No. 07/856,035, filed as PCT/DE90/00790, published 
as WO/91/07300, May 30, 1991, now abandoned. 


TECHNICAL FIELD - 


The invention concerns a floatable ground effect 
vehicle with at least one wing arrangement, at least one 
thrust generator seated in front of the wing arrangement 
and at least one airflow duct from the thrust generator 
which is directed or can be directed under the wing 
arrangement and by which an air jet can be conducted 
under the wing arrangement. 


BACKGROUND ART 


In ground effect vehicles, the air flowing into the 
hollow space under the wing arrangement during flight 
near a ground or water surface generates a buildup of 
static pressure which acts like an air cushion on which 
the vehicle can slide. The resistance to movement can 
be substantially reduced by this means. The vehicle is 
trimmed to an appropriate height above the water or 
ground surface and is automatically established in flight 
altitude by the interaction of the elevator and the engine 
power installed. Because of the low resistance, the vehi- 
cle requires only small propulsion powers. 

In a known ground effect vehicle (EP 0 170 46), the 
wing arrangement is designed as a supporting body on 
whose upper surface is located a passenger cabin. This 
known ground effect vehicle is only designed for a 
small number of passengers or for small loads. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


The invention is based on the object of further devel- 
oping the floatable version of the known ground effect 
machine in such a way that it can also be designed for 
carrying a large number of passengers. 

According to the invention, this object is achieved in 
that the central region of the vehicle is designed as an 
elongated cabin for a larger number of passengers, in 
that the passenger cabin is seated on a boat-type float or 
is designed as the boat hull, in that stub wings’arranged 
on both sides and distributed at equal distances are pro- 
vided over the length of the passenger cabin, the stub 
wings enclosing a static pressure build-up space on their 
lower surface, and in that at least one separate thrust 
generator is installed in front of at least some stub 
wings, the thrust generator being connected or connect- 
able to the respective static pressure build-up space by 
means of an airflow duct. 

In the ground effect vehicle according to the inven- 
tion, it is immediately possible to make the passenger 
area arbitrarily large and, in fact, of the order of magni- 
tude of a bus or a passenger aircraft. Several stub wing 
pairs are then arranged in tandem over the length of the 
elongated fuselage so that the ground effect can become 
effective over the total length of the passenger cabin 
because the airflow of each thrust generator is supplied 
to the respective static pressure build-up space under 
the stub wings. 

In a vehicle version in which the passenger cabin 
holds some 20 to 30 people, for example, it is possible to 
arrange three stub wing pairs in tandem. It is also possi- 
ble, however, to design the passenger cabin for 100 or 
more people and to design it, in this case, be corre- 
spondingly longer. In the longer version, it is then expe- 
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dient to attach five or more stub wing pairs to the sides 
of the passenger cabin. 

The free outer ends of the stub wings are each prefer- 
ably connected at both extremities to a common float 
located in the direction of travel. In the first place, this 
increases the floating stability when the vehicle is at rest 
or traveling at low speeds—at which the ground effect 
has not yet occurred. In the second place, however, the 
traveling comfort is increased by the improved mechan- 
ical stability at larger speeds—at which the vehicle rises 
from the water surface because of the ground effect. 

For better separation of the water flow, the lower 
surfaces of the floats can be offset several times, each 
offset region rising in the direction of travel. This im- 
proves the sliding behavior of the float in the water. 

In order to maneuver the vehicle, it is expedient to 
arrange at least one fin with rudder at the rear end of the 
passenger cabin. 

In order to improve the maneuverability, two parallel 
fins with rudders are preferably arranged at a distance 
from one another. 

` A door can be provided at the rear end of the passen- 
ger cabin so that the passengers can enter and leave and, 
in a preferred embodiment, this door is located, for 
example, between the two fins. 

The door can be pivotable about a lower axis located 
transverse to the longitudinal axis of the passenger cabin 
so that the inside of the door can be used as a gangway 
between the inside of the cabin space and a landing 
place when the door is opened and folded down. 

In order to ensure good maneuverability even at low 
speeds when the vehicle is still floating on the water, the 
lower section of the respective rudder can extend suffi- 
ciently far downwards for it to be immersed in the 
water at least in the floating condition of the vehicle. 
The lower section of the respective rudder then acts 
like the rudder of a ship. 

So that the ground effect vehicle according to the 
invention can be manufactured in a rational manner in 
various sizes, it can be produced in modular construc- 
tion. It is then possible for each passenger cabin section 
and an associated stub wing pair to form a construc- 
tional module. 

Alternatively, however, the passenger cabin can also 
be manufactured as a separate central part whereas only 
the individual stub wings, including thrust generator, 
each form a module part. One or more thrust generators 
can be provided on an individual stub wing depending 
on the thrust force required. 

For aerodynamic reasons, the front stub wing pair 
can be designed without thrust generators. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of the floatable 
ground effect vehicle of the present invention shown 
accommodating approximately 20 to 30 people and 
having three stub wing pairs, 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the ground effect vehicle of 
the present invention shown in FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of the ground effect 
vehicle of the present invention shown in FIGS. 1 and 
2. 


BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 


From the drawing, the ground effect vehicle 1 con- 
sists of an elongated passenger cabin 2, over whose 
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3 
length are arranged stub wings 3 distributed at equal 
distances on both sides. 

The passenger cabin 2, which forms the central com- 
ponent of the ground effect vehicle 1, is seated on a 
boat-type float or is itself designed, on its lower surface, 
after the fashion of a boat hull 4. 

The passenger cabin 2, which is designed for some 20 
to 30 passengers in the illustrative example shown in the 
drawing, is provided with a cockpit 5 in the front re- 
gion, in a similar manner to an aircraft, and this is fol- 
lowed towards the rear in the drawing by rows of seats, 
arranged one behind the other and not shown in the 
drawing. Windows 6 are provided for the passengers on 
both sides of the passenger cabin. 

Doors 7 are provided behind the cockpit 5 on both 
sides of the passenger cabin 2 and, in emergency, the 
occupants can enter and leave through these. 

If a fairly large stationary landing place is available in 
the region of the landing location, the occupants can 
enter and leave through a pivoting door 8 provided at 
the end of the passenger cabin 2. The pivoting door can 
be pivoted about a lower axis 9 located transverse to the 
longitudinal axis of the passenger cabin 2. In the open, 
folded-down condition of the pivoting door, in which 
the outer surface of the door is in contact with the 
landing place, the inside of the door is used as a gang- 
way for the passengers so that they can enter and leave 
in comfort. 

The stub wings 3 arranged in pairs on both sides of 
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the passenger cabin 2. In the illustrative example shown 
in the drawing, three stub wing pairs arranged in tan- 
dem are provided. 

One thrust generator 10 is installed in front of each 
stub wing 3. This consists of a propeller 11, which is 
driven by an engine 12 located in the region of the stub 
wing. Each propeller 11 is surrounded by an inlet dif- 
fuser 13 from which an airflow duct 14 leads under the 
associated stub wing 3. Because of this, the air flow 
generated by the propeller 11 not only causes propul- 
sion of the vehicle in a horizontal direction but, simulta- 
neously, it also generates a static pressure build-up 
under the respective stub wing so that a powerful verti- 
cal lift is immediately generated by ground effect and, in 
consequence, a rapid increase in speed can take place. 
So that the static pressure build-up can form effectively, 
the stub wings are designed in such a way that they 
cover a defined static pressure build-up space. Pivotable 
flaps 15 are provided at the rear ends of the stub wings 
and these can be used to vary the static pressure build- 
up effect. 

In plan view, the stub wings are designed to be trape- 
zoidal, the longer base side being adjacent to the passen- 
ger cabin 2. 

The stub wings 3 are arranged in tandem on the pas- 
senger cabin 2 at a relatively small distance from one 
another. The parallel sides opposite to the trapezoidal 
base side and pointing outwards are designed to be 
relatively short so that the stub wings converge rela- 
tively sharply to the outside. 

The outer ends of the stub wings 3 are fastened at 
their extremities to a common float 16 located in the 
direction of travel. The two floats 16 are offset several 
times on their lower surfaces, each offset region 17 each 
rising in the direction of travel. 

Two parallel fins 18 each with a rudder 19 are ar- 
ranged at a distance from one another on both sides of 
the rear end of the passenger cabin 2. As may be seen, 
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4 
particularly from FIG. 2, the fins 18 are fastened to the 
two rear stub wings 3. The lower section 20 of each 
rudder 19 extends sufficiently far downwards for it to 
be immersed in the water in the floating condition of the 
vehicle and it can, therefore, be used for maneuvering 
the vehicle at low speeds. 

The two finds are sufficiently far apart for the pivot- 
ing door 8 located between them to be conveniently 
pivoted up and down and used by the passengers for 
entering and leaving. 

I claim: 

1. A floatable ground effect vehicle comprising: 

an elongated passenger cabin having a boat-like hull; 

at least two pair of stub wings affixed to the sides of 
said passenger cabin in tandem, each of said stub 
wings having a first end affixed to said passenger 
cabin and a second end, a lower surface of each of 
said stub wings, enclosing a static pressure build-up 
space; 
thrust generator associated with each stub wing 
adapted to generate a sufficient air flow necessary 
to form both a static pressure build-up under said 
-associated stub wing providing a powerlift of said 
vehicle in a vertical direction and a propulsion 
pressure providing a propulsion of said vehicle in a 
horizontal direction; and 

an airflow duct provided on each of said stub wings, 

said air flow duct supporting said associated thrust 
generator forward of said stub wing and directing 
said airflow to said static pressure build-up space, 
said airflow duct thereby cooperating with said 
thrust generator to provide said static pressure 
build-up and said propulsion pressure. 

2. The floatable ground effect vehicle as in claim 1, 
further comprising a pair of secondary float members, 
said secondary float members affixed to respective sec- 
ond ends of said stub wings and oriented in a direction 
of travel. 

3. The floatable ground effect vehicle as in claim 2, 
wherein said second float members have at least one 
offset creating at least two offset regions, each of offset 
regions rising in the direction of travel. 

4. The floatable ground effect vehicle as in claim 1, 
wherein said ground effect vehicle has a forward end 
and a rear end, said ground effect vehicle further having 
at least one vertical fin and at least one rudder disposed 
adjacent said rear end. 

5. The floatable ground effect vehicle as in claim 1, 
wherein said ground effect vehicle has a forward end 
and a rear end, said ground effect vehicle further having 
a pair of vertical fine and a pair of rudders disposed 
adjacent said rear end. 

6. The floatable ground effect vehicle as in claim 5, 
wherein each of said rudders have an upper section and 
a lower section operative to extend sufficiently in the 
water when the ground effect vehicle is in a floating 
condition. 

7. The floatable ground effect vehicle as in claim 6, 
wherein said rear end of said ground effect vehicle 
further includes a pivoting door positioned between 
said pair of vertical fins for entering and existing said 
passenger cabin. 

8. The floatable ground effect vehicle, as in claim 7, 
wherein said pivoting door is pivotable about a lower 
axis located transverse to the longitudinal access of said 
passenger cabin such that when said pivoting door is in 
its open, fold-down condition, there is provided a gang- 
way between said passenger cabin and a landing place. 
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9. The floatable ground effect vehicle, as in claim 1, 
wherein said passenger cabin and associated stub wing 
pair including said thrust generators are interchange- 
ably connectable such that the ground effect vehicle 
can be produced in modulator construction. 
10. A floatable ground effect vehicle comprising: 
an elongated passenger cabin having a boat-like hull; 
a front pair of stub wings affixed to the sides of said 
passenger cabin, said front stub wings having a first 
end affixed to said passenger cabin and a second 
end said first and having a length greater than said 
second end, and a lower surface of each of said 
front stub wings enclosing a static pressure build- 
up space; 
at least one pair of rear stub wings affixed to the sides 
of said passenger cabin, said rear stub wings having 
a first end affixed to said passenger cabin and a 
second end, said first end having a length greater 
than said second end, and a lower surface of each 
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of said rear stub wings enclosing a static pressure 
build-up space; 

a thrust generator associated with each of said front 
and rear stub wings adapted to generate a sufficient 
air flow necessary to form both a static pressure 
build-up under said associated stub wing providing 
a powerlift of said vehicle in a vertical direction 
and a propulsion pressure providing a propulsion 
of said vehicle in a horizontal direction; and 

an airflow duct provided on each of said front and 
rear stub wings, said air flow duct supporting said 
associated thrust generator forward of said front 
and rear stub wings and directing said airflow to 
said static pressure build-up space, said airflow 
duct thereby cooperating with said associated 
thrust generator to provide said static pressure 
build-up and said propulsion pressure. 

* * * * * 


